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EAST WANNEROO PRIMARY SCHOOL — MAINTENANCE ISSUES 
Grievance 

MR P.T. MILES (Wanneroo — Parliamentary Secretary) [9.49 am]: My grievance is addressed to Hon John 
Day as the minister representing Hon Peter Collier, the Minister for Education in the other place. It concerns the 
need for some urgent maintenance work to remove some asbestos from East Wanneroo Primary School. I raised 
this concern back on 29 March 2012 with then Minister Constable, and again in October 2013 with Hon John 
Day as the minister in this chamber representing Minister Collier. I am somewhat disappointed that the 
department appears to have done nothing since then to address the school community’s concerns about the 
possible dangers of exposed asbestos present at this school campus. As I stated last October, I am perplexed 
about why East Wanneroo Primary School has fallen through the cracks when it comes to improvements and 
upgrades. Since my election to the seat of Wanneroo in 2008, I have visited this school regularly, and also with 
the honourable Premier, Colin Barnett, in 2010, and with the former Minister for Education, Hon Dr Elizabeth 
Constable, in 2012. The current Minister for Education, Hon Peter Collier, visited East Wanneroo Primary with 
me late in 2012, just after he was appointed Minister for Education. 

East Wanneroo Primary School was opened in 1975 and is the second oldest primary school in my electorate. 
The top maintenance priority for attention is the asbestos around the fascia boards and in the walkways. The 
fascia boards on all three of the primary school teaching blocks are badly weathered, and that has exposed the 
asbestos underneath to the elements. The principal of the school has made several strong representations to the 
Department of Education about the need for urgent action on this matter, but as yet there have been no 
remediation works. This is clearly a public health issue, and it needs to be addressed as quickly as possible. It 
should not be left to linger for any longer. We are all aware of the damage to human health that can be caused by 
even a small amount—a fibre—of unstable asbestos. That is why I am bringing this grievance yet again to the 
attention of the Minister for Education through this house. For that reason, my preference would be for the 
asbestos to be totally removed from East Wanneroo Primary School and I hope the minister will act immediately 
to ensure this happens, and possibly take up the matter personally with the director general of education. 

There are other maintenance issues at this school that need prompt action. These, again, are health issues; they 
are not just to beautify classrooms or anything like that. One issue is the uneven and broken pathways around the 
building. This school had 800 students at one time, and there is quite a lot of wear on the brick paving. That 
presents a trip hazard, to not just the young people at the school, but also parents and teachers. The roof is rusty 
and leaks in some areas, which causes an issue when it rains, and the students then have to move out of the 
classroom so that the leaks can be collected in buckets. The classroom clusters are separated only by concertina 
doors, which are far from soundproof, thus making the teaching environment extremely difficult for teachers and 
students. I have been at the school when a teacher has been trying to conduct a class, and it is possible to hear 
what the teacher is saying through the concertina doors. 

The current library is well under specification for a school of today’s standards and requires an upgrade. There is 
no preparation room at this school, and there is no resource room. The school was promised a library upgrade at 
one time, but that has not materialised. Some parents are starting to show their frustration with the department 
consistently about the conditions at this school. I visit that school quite regularly, as I have said, and I am aware 
of the teachers’ concerns about student safety, as well as their own safety. This government is very good at 
committing to providing an excellent education through resourcing, but it seems that this school has fallen 
through the gaps. 

Another health issue at the school that I think is quite serious is that the senior girls’ toilet block is in need of 
replacement. The toilet block has walls that are only 1.2 metres high. Obviously students today, especially senior 
girls in primary schools, are taller than they used to be. That means that there is no privacy. The hygiene in that 
toilet block also leaves much to be desired. I regularly receive letters and emails from parents about that issue, 
and I also received an email from a student after I had lunch with some of the students at Parliament House. 
There is also a problem with hygiene in the boys’ toilet block, because water has seeped underneath the tiling 
around the urinal, and there is a constant smell of urine, which in summer is particularly potent and can be smelt 
in the classrooms. 

In March 2012, I brought a grievance to the then Minister for Education, Hon Dr Elizabeth Constable, about the 
need for upgraded facilities at East Wanneroo Primary School. Her response was very clear. She said that the 
needs at East Wanneroo Primary School have been recognised and are being considered by the education 
department and no doubt will be considered ultimately by the Minister for Education in the coming years. 

MR J.H.D. DAY (Kalamunda — Leader of the House) [9.56 am]: As the member for Wanneroo indicated, I 
am responding on behalf of the Minister for Education. I thank the member for Wanneroo for his comments and 
acknowledge his interest in East Wanneroo Primary School in particular. As the member indicated, the school 
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opened in 1975. I am advised that the school is considered to be in generally good condition for its age. Firstly, 
regarding the concern about asbestos at the school, I can assure the member and members of the school 
community that ensuring there is a safe and healthy environment for students and staff and members of the 
community is essential and is obviously a high priority for the Department of Education. I am advised also that 
there is not considered to be any public health issue associated with the asbestos at East Wanneroo Primary 
School. A building assessment program and asbestos containing materials audit has recently been completed for 
all Western Australian schools. The Building Management and Works division of the Department of Finance has 
confirmed that the asbestos panels at the school are in very good condition and do not need attention currently. 
Asbestos panels are removed only when they are damaged or in need of repair. Based on that advice, I think 
members of the school community can be assured that there is no risk from the asbestos panels at the school. 

In relation to the wider need for works at East Wanneroo Primary School, I am advised that $2.7 million was 
spent in providing new facilities at the school as part of the previous federal government’s school building 
program. This project was completed in December 2010 and provided a new covered assembly area, a music and 
art block, which included a new canteen, a new two-room early childhood block, a covered stage, and 
landscaping works. Since July 2011, the school has had almost $356 000 spent on repairs and maintenance, 
including $72 000 to replace the gas heaters, almost $222 000 on breakdowns, and almost $27 000 for routine 
maintenance. Additionally, a perimeter security fence has recently been installed at an estimated cost of $80 000. 

As the member for Wanneroo indicated, the school community has advised that it would like to have the library 
upgraded and repairs made to the concertina doors between the classrooms. I am advised that the existing library 
is considered to be functional and typical of 1970s-built libraries. However, the needs of the school will be 
considered in relation to future capital works priorities. 

Regarding the concerns about trip hazards in paving or faulty toilets that are considered to exist there, if there are 
immediate issues, they should be reported by the school to Building Management and Works as a matter of 
priority. I am advised that an officer from the Department of Education has recently visited the school and has 
suggested changes to cleaning procedures and repairs to the ventilation system in the toilets. Hopefully, that will 
assist in dealing with the problem that the member mentioned. The school is requested to report any leaks in the 
roof to Building Management and Works as a fault and it will be addressed appropriately. 

In relation to some wider comments about the capital works allocations to the public school education system, 75 
major capital works projects are due to be completed in 2014 at a total cost of $538 million. That builds on the 
investment in 2013, with 36 major projects having been completed at a cost of $423 million. In this calendar 
year, seven new public schools opened their doors to students for the first time, and slightly over $1.5 billion has 
been allocated over the next four years for construction of new or replacement schools and improvements to 
education facilities. As I recall saying last year in a similar grievance, East Wanneroo Primary School will be 
considered in future capital works programs as relative priorities are determined. 

The government is making a substantial allocation to building new schools, providing new facilities or upgrading 
facilities in existing schools. I think there are almost 800 public schools across the state. It is obviously an area in 
which there is a very large amount of demand, and we have to balance all those needs with the other competing 
priorities across government and the amount of revenue available, albeit that both are growing and have grown 
substantially over recent years. I thank the member for his grievance. I hope that information will provide some 
reassurance to members of the East Wanneroo Primary School community. 
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